
	  
	  
	  

Playing for Change Day 2015 
 
 

Music lovers all over the globe joined together on Saturday, September 19, 2015 to celebrate the 
fifth annual Playing For Change Day.  Musicians and fans gathered on stages, street corners, schools, 
and via live-streams in 61 countries on 6 continents to participate in musical performances, concerts, 
and events that promote peace and positive social change. 
 
The Philadelphia School was proud to be one of the venues selected for Playing for Change Day. 
Says Head of School Justine Hoffman, “The goals of Playing for Change – using music to find 
personal expression, to promote peace and cooperation through collaboration, to foster children’s 
self-esteem and resilience, to understand one’s own unique heritage and cultural traditions – resonate 
deeply with our educational philosophy and practice.”  
 
Since the school’s founding in 1972, music has been an integral part of its educational program, 
which strives to provide students with meaningful, personal experiences with music — as 
performers, audience members, and scholars. Music is integrated into classroom curricula; for 
example, the 7th grade geology unit includes the formation of a class “Rock Band,” which covers a 
favorite pop or rap song with geology-related lyrics. Whenever possible, the musical talents and 
interests of students are incorporated into classroom projects and productions. 
 
On Playing for Change Day, faculty and students from The Philadelphia School, along with a youth 
choir from New Central Baptist Church -- were among the thousands of musical performers across 
the globe singing and playing for peace and social change.  Performers and audience took part in the 
“Ripple effect,” singing the Grateful Dead’s 1970 classic “Ripple,” Playing for Change’s most recent 
world-renowned Song Around the World.  
 
On hand at the concert was Elizabeth Hunter, Executive Director of the Playing for Change 
Foundation. The Foundation, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization established in 2007, supports music 
schools and programs created and operated by local communities and then connects those 
communities around the world. 
 
A highlight of the Playing for Change Day performances in Philadelphia on September 19 was a 
virtual musical “collaboration” between middle school students at The Philadelphia School and at 
the Bizung School of Music and Dance in Ghana, a school supported by the Playing for Change 
Foundation.  The two schools are forging a partnership, and The Philadelphia School looks forward 
to a long-term relationship that results in mutual understanding and appreciation among its students. 
TPS sixth grade teacher Jess Ford, whose students spend a full year studying Africa, says, “Building 
relationships with students from the Bizung School is exciting, and my co-teachers and I are looking 
forward to building authentic connections to our curriculum. Providing our 6th graders an 
opportunity to learn from their counterparts in Ghana has the potential to produce such rich 
rewards.” 
 



	  
	  


